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National Register of Historic Places
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Acadian House was built about 1765. It is framed with hand-hewn 
cypress fastened with wooden pegs. Ground floor walls are of brick. 
Because there were no suitable local clays, it is said that clay from 
upriver was skimmed from the bayous during flood season making brick a 
material to be used sparingly. The upper floors are clapboard over 
bousillage, an infilling of mud reinforced with Spanish moss. The gallery 
on the front or west facade is recessed in the gabled mass of the building 
with six brick columns at the ground floor and wood posts and railings 
above. The gallery at the rear is a lean-to having five wood posts at 
both levels and the partially screened stair at the northeast corner.

The ground floor is paved with red brick. Its two principal rooms open 
from the front gallery but do not connect with each other although their 
simple fireplaces are back to back. Two smaller rooms at the rear are 
separated by an open area to which all four rooms have access. The second! 
floor has four rooms also, arranged without interior communication 
between the north and south halves of the house. Access to the attic is 
through a narrow stair from the parlor. Interior walls are plastered and 
woodwork is of the simplest rectangular boards. Hinges and hardware are 
primitive. Windows are heavily shuttered.

Acquired by the State in 1931, the house was restored and opened to the 
public in 1933. The grounds include a restored kitchen garden beyond 
which is the restored kitchen, a single-room structure with its original 
fireplace, and a replica of the magazin which houses restrooms. The 
larger setting is a great sweep of lawn shaded by ancient, moss-garlanded, 
live oak trees in Longfellow-Evangeline State Park at the north edge of 
St. Martinvilie.

Acadians, driven from eastern Canada in 1755, were reunited among other 
Frenchmen in Louisiana in January 1765 and resettled in the Parishes of 
St. Martin, St. Mary, Iberia, Lafayette, and Vermillion. St. Martinville 
is the center of the area. This house, among the first to be built after 
the Acadians 1 arrival, has been associated with the legend which is the 
basis for Longfellow's "Evangeline." However, documents refute the belief 
that Louis Arceneaux, born in Louisiana, could be the prototypical Gabriel] 
and do not establish his residence in the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Simple in form and detail, the Acadian House is significant in being an 
authentic survival of a once common regional building type adapted to 
climate and immediately available materials. It is related to the 
resettlement of Acadians in Louisiana even though it has no documented 
relationship to the Evangeline legend.
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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